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Independent Study

Journal Guidelines

Journals should be:

· A combination of personal response (how you feel about the work) and an initial literary analysis (what kinds of issues you sense arising regarding the work’s themes, characters, etc.)  The journal is the place where you begin to flush out your understanding of the work, in order to ultimately develop a thesis for the final essay.

· Typed or neatly written in good copy (ink only, please), free of mechanical errors.  Practice your best writing.

· Approximately two-thirds to one page in length.

· In response to one or more of the specific questions outlined below.

Journal # 1 (After One-Third Completion)


Who is the main character and what is your initial response to him/her?


What narrative is used and how does that affect the telling of the story?


How does the setting impact the story and/or the characters?

Journal #2 (After Two-Thirds Completion)


What conflicts do you see developing?  Who is involved?  Are they convincing?


What sub-plots are developing?  To what purpose?


What are your predictions for the ending of this novel?

Journal #3 (After Full Completion)

Discuss the themes presented in the novel.  What, if any, life lessons did you learn in reading this novel?  How have the events and characters in this novel helped you to better understand the “human condition”?

