Atonement 
Fishbowl Discussion Questions

The following questions are intended to get you started for your discussion of the novel. They are meant to lead you to ask more questions about your group’s specific aspect and context of the story and answer all questions using evidence from the text (direct and indirect) and your own experiences.
Get together with your group and discuss these ideas before leading the class discussion.  You may want to divide the questions up a bit to make sure everything is covered.  Individually, gather sufficient evidence from the text to answer your questions, and think about other questions you have.  Include them in your discussion, and answer them if you can.  Remember – the rest of the class will contribute to your discussion and anser the questions from their perspective, too.

Group 1
(Part One)
Class division and education are essential components to the events of Part One in Atonement.  How does McEwan use these elements to demonstrate his ideas about relationships among the different classes? How do different characters perceive - or accept - or retalliate against - their “class”? Are we still affected by class and education when choosing our peers?  Why or why not?

Group 2
(Part One)
The entire first section of the novel deals with the “problem of perception”.  Various characters misinterpret crucial events in the plot which leads to a tragic outcome.  What misinterpretations occur and what are the results?  Are these misinterpretations in the novel plausible?  Have you ever been involved in similar situations?  How do we feel when we have been misjudged, or when we discover that we had completely misread a situation?

Group 3
(Part Two)
Throughout Part Two of the novel, Robbie and his comrades, Nettle and Mace, are making their way to the channel as part of the Dunkirk Retreat. The people and sights they experience are powerful and vivid.  How does McEwan use imagery to present his perspective on the war?  What point do you feel he is trying to make?   How  has the war affected various people in the story?  What does Robbie feel he has to do?  The beginning of World War Two seemed an impossibility after all the fighting and losses of the First War.  Do you think we could ever be faced with another war on a global scale?  How is war different now than what is described by McEwan?  What would be the same?
Group 4
(Part Three)
How does McEwan use Briony’s perspective to show a different aspect of the war and it effects?  In what ways is this section similar to Part Two?  What attempt was Briony making through her writing?  And by training as  a nurse?  What is her purpose for attending the wedding and visiting Cecilia?  Will she succeed?  Why or why not?  Do you think forgiveness and reconciliation is possible?  Why/why not?  Could you forgive in this case?  Would you seek forgiveness?

Group 5
(End of the Novel)

A lot of the novel deals with the power of writing.  What is McEwan saying about writing?  How does McEwan use other literary works to tell his story?  How effective are his illusions?   Can writing change the truth?  Can writing be dangerous?  Can it be healing?  

Group 6
(End of the Novel)
Is atonement achieved in the novel? By whom?  How?   How many characters attempt to atone for sins? Why?  Can we the readers accept the attempts made?  Is this story of atonement plausible?

